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Hua’s diabetes therapy may be
first to show clinical remission

BY STEPHEN HANSEN, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Data from a small study has shown that Huas dorzagliatin may
be the first new mechanism to induce clinical remission in a
majority of early stage Type II diabetes patients by restoring the
glucose-sensing ability of beta cells.

The DREAM trial is an observational study that enrolled 69 Type
II diabetes patients who had achieved their target of HbAlc levels
below 7% while participating in the Phase III SEED study of GCK
activator dorzagliatin from Hua Medicine Ltd. (HKEX:2552).
Despite not receiving any therapy during DREAM beyond diet
and exercise, 65.2% of the patients maintained clinical remission
from Type II diabetes at week 52.

Hua EVP and CFO George Lin told BioCentury that the mean
baseline HbAlc at the start of DREAM was 6.6% vs. 6.9% at
week 52.

On Aug. 30, the American Diabetes Association (ADA) published
guidance defining clinical remission as an HbAlc <6.5% with a
minimum duration of three months.

Lin said the DREAM study defined clinical remission as a
maintenance of normal or near-normal HbAlc levels. Using the
ADA definition, Lin said 52% of patients in DREAM were in
clinical remission at 52 weeks.

As patients in the trial were on average just one year on from their
initial diagnosis and treatment-naive before enrollment in the
SEED study, Lin said the data support the case for treating Type II
diabetes patients early to give them a chance at clinical remission.

“You want to give patients a chance to get back to a normal level,”
Lin told BioCentury. “The whole idea is you're trying to get early
intervention in a progressive, degenerative disease. So if you
know what causes that degeneration, and you can stop, augment
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and restore more glucose sensors so you have more beta cell function,
then that’s great”

Other than a small study of high-dose, intensive insulin therapy, no other
therapeutic had previously demonstrated an ability to induce clinical
remission in Type II diabetes, Lin said. Bariatric surgery has been shown
to induce clinical remission of Type II diabetes in 50-60% of patients
across various studies.

He said the impetus for the DREAM study was an observation at the end
of Phase II testing for the GCK activator that showed some patients who

achieved their HbAlc goals maintained low glucose levels after stopping
therapy. He added that DREAM is still following patients to see how long
the clinical remissions last.

Dorzagliatin works by modulating a glucose sensor that controls key
functions dysregulated in Type II diabetes, such as insulin and glucagon
secretion by the pancreas, and glycogen storage by the liver. Hua
previously reported positive Phase III data for the molecule, which is
under review in China.

BIOCENTURY INC.

BioCentury’s mission is to provide value-added business intelli-
gence & analysis for life science companies, investors, academia
and government on the strategic issues essential to the formation,
development and sustainability of life science ventures.

NEWSROOM
news@biocentury.com

SAN CARLOS, CA
+1650-595-5333; Fax: +1650-595-5589

CHICAGO

+1312-755-0798; Fax: +1650-595-5589
WASHINGTON, DC

+1202-462-9582; Fax: +1202-667-2922

UNITED KINGDOM
+44 (0)1865-512184; Fax: +1650-595-5589

BioCentury®; Because Real Intelligence is Hard to Find™; BCIQ™;
The BioCentury 100™; and The Clear Route to ROI™ are trademarks
of BIOCENTURY INC. All contents Copyright © 2021, BIOCENTURY
INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of BioCentury’s Publications
or Website may be copied, reproduced, retransmitted, disseminat-
ed, sold, distributed, published, broadcast, circulated, commercial-
ly exploited in any form or used to create derivative works without
the written consent of BioCentury. Information provided by
BioCentury’s Publications and Website is gathered from sources
that BioCentury believes are reliable; however, BioCentury does
not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of the
information, nor does BioCentury make any warranties of any kind
regarding the information. The contents of BioCentury’s Publica-
tions and Website are not intended as investment, business, tax or
legal advice, and BioCentury is not responsible for any investment,
business, tax or legal opinions cited therein or for any decision
made or action taken in reliance upon such information.

All use of BioCentury and its contents by current subscribers is
governed by the BioCentury User Agreement and by all others is
governed by the BioCentury Terms of Use, unless a written agree-
ment to the contrary has been executed by BioCentury Inc.

USE OF IMAGES: Certain Images used in BioCentury Inc.’s
Publications, Video Content, Websites, Services, Notices and/or
Marketing Materials are licensed from Getty Images (US), Inc. Any
such image of a person or object so displayed is being used for il-
lustrative purposes only and any such person or object depicted, if
any, is merely a model. For more information see “Use of Images”
found under the “Legal” section on the footer of the homepage at
www.biocentury.com.

PRIVACY & ADVERTISING: In accordance with its Privacy Policy,
BioCentury does NOT sell its customer information or usage data
to third parties. BioCentury sells advertising in its BioCentury
product emails and on its website. BioCentury is pleased to
acknowledge its conference and events partners and sponsors
through promotional announcements, on our web site, at our
events and in our product emails. BioCentury also provides adver-
tising opportunities to partners, sponsors, and advertisers through
stand-alone emails to our community.

BIOCENTURY INC.


https://www.biocentury.com?utm_source=bc&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=product
https://www.biocentury.com?utm_source=bc&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=product

